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2005 ANIMAL BEHAVIOR SOCIETY STUDENT 
RESEARCH GRANT AWARDS 

 
ABS is pleased to announce the awardees of the 2005 
Animal Behavior Society Student Research Grants.  
We received a total of 130 applications this year and 
we had funds sufficient to support 20 proposals; 16 
were funded up to a maximum of $1000 and a further 
four up to a maximum of $500. A committee of 13 
ABS members reviewed proposals and our funding 
decisions were based on the scores and evaluations 
provided by these reviewers. 
 
Thanks to the reviewers: Dan Blumstein, Gordon 
Burghardt, Carlos Cordero, Chris Evans, Scott Forbes, 
Lynette Hart, Jerry Hogan, Warren Holmes, Regina 
Macedo, Molly Morris, Hubert Schwabl, Brad Shaffer, 
and Judy Stamps.  Thanks also to Shan Duncan and 
Steve Ramey of the ABS Central Office for their 
facilitation of the proposal submission and review 
process, and to all of the ABS members who have 
donated funds to this program. 
 
Dr. Hugh Drummond 
Senior Member-at-Large 
Chair, 2004-2005 Student Research Grant Committee 
 
The successful applicants, their academic affiliations, 
and the titles of their research proposals are provided 
below. Congratulations! 
 
Bronwyn Heather Bleakley, Indiana University. 
Indirect genetic effects on social behavior of guppies, 
Poecilia reticulata. 
Lauren M. Costa, Princeton University. The plumage 
polymorphism in female hooded warblers (Wilsonia 
citrina) may be an aggressive signal mediated by 
circulating hormone levels. 
Heidi S. Fisher, Boston University Marine Program. 
Communication breakdown and hybridization in 
Xiphophorus fishes. 
Susan Gershman, University of California, Riverside. 
Gryllus vocalis field cricket paternity under natural 
conditions. 

Meeghan Gray, University of Nevada, Reno. Does 
contraceptive treatment impact feral horse (Equus 
caballus) behavior? 
Beth A. Hahn, University of Michigan. Habitat 
selection by a migratory songbird, the American 
redstart Setophaga ruticilla: The role of social 
facilitation and population density. 
Wendee Holtcamp, Rice University. Uncovering the 
causes and consequences of animal hybridization. 
Stefan M. Klose, University of Ulm. Stress sensitivity 
and the immune response in the common fruit-eating 
bat, Artibeus jamaicensis, in Panama: A link between 
indirect costs of reproduction? 
Damon M. Orsetti, University of Kentucky. Multiple 
mating by females and alternative pathways to genetic 
benefits. 
Noah Perlut, University of Vermont. Experimental 
manipulations of synchrony: the relationship between 
social and genetic mating systems. 
Dorothee Raulin, University of Pau. Parent-offspring 
resemblance in dispersal behavior: which processes are 
involved? An experimental approach in the collared 
flycatcher Ficedula albicollis. 
Ann Marie Ray, University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign. Conserved biosynthetic pathways of 
contact pheromones as indicators of relatedness in 
longhorned beetles (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). 
James W. Rivers, University of California, Santa 
Barbara. Assessing the extent and function of flexible 
begging strategies in a generalist brood parasite. 
Jennifer M. Siani, University of Maryland. Parent-
offspring conflict in wild golden lion tamarins 
(Leontopithecus rosalia). 
Emile C. Snell-Rood, University of Arizona. 
Developmental costs of behavioral plasticity in Pieris 
rapae (Lepidoptera: Pieridae). 
Paula A. Trillo, University of Montana. The evolution 
of primary and secondary sexual characters in the 
Chrysomelid Beetle Acromis sparsa. 
Sarah Turner, University of Calgary. Are disabled 
monkeys stressed? Social and physical correlates of 
basal cortisol levels in Japanese macaques. 
Valeria Vergara, University of British Columbia. 
Context specific vocalizations of belugas 
(Delphinapterus leucas) in the Nelson River Estuary. 
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Jill Villarreal, Indiana University. How does exposure 
to low O2 and high CO2 of the burrow of the burrow 
affect postnatal rodent development? 
Megan Wyman, University of California, Davis. 
Acoustic signal production and assessment in North 
American plains bison (Bison bison) within the context 
of mate competition. 
 
2005 E. O. WILSON CONSERVATION AWARD 
Heidi Fisher, Boston University, has been selected to 
receive the E. O. Wilson Conservation Award. Fisher’s 
proposal “Communication breakdown and 
hybridization in Xiphophorus fishes” will be funded by 
the ABS Student Research Grant Program and she will 
receive the 2005 E. O. Wilson Conservation Award. 
Fisher’s research focuses on a natural hybrid zone of 
two swordtail fishes, Xiphophorus birchmanni and X. 
malinche. She investigates factors that disrupt the 
sensory environment causing hybridization; her 
proposal addresses the evolutionary consequences of 
environmentally-mediated communication 
breakdowns. 
 
The Edward O. Wilson ABS Student Research Grant 
for Conservation seeks to encourage graduate students 
of animal behavior to participate in meaningful 
conservation-related research. The award is part of the 
ABS Student Research Grant Program and it supports a 
proposal considered meritorious for its science and 
conservation component. E. O. Wilson, professor at 
Harvard University, who in 2002 received the ABS 
Distinguished Animal Behaviorist Award, is one of the 
world's most eminent scientists and pioneers in 
biodiversity conservation. 
 

LATIN AMERICAN TRAVEL AWARDS 
 
Recipients of the ABS Latin American Travel Awards 
will be acknowledged in the next newsletter. 
 
RESEARCH GRANT AWARD CONTRIBUTORS 
 
The Animal Behavior Society and the Development 
Committee in particular would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the members of the Society listed 
below who contributed to our 2003-2004 requests for 
contributions to our Research Grant Awards fund and 
made it possible for 57 awards to be made from a total 
of 219 applications.  The ABS Research Grants provide 
needed financial assistance to our graduate student 
members.  These modest awards can be used to fund a 
small project, to provide seed money while seeking 
long-range financing, or as supplemental funding for a 
large project.  On occasion they have been the key that 
unlocks the research career of a talented animal 
behaviorist. 

 
Some of the contributions to the fund were modest, 
some were extremely generous.  All contributions, both 
large and small, are sincerely appreciated.  The award 
recipients, the Society, and the Development 
Committee express our gratitude to the following 
members for their contributions to the 2003-2004 
Awards fund: 
 
Elizabeth Adkins-Regan 
Susan C. Alberts 
John Alcock 
Jeanne Altmann 
Kenneth B. Armitage 
Charles L. Baube 
Harold R. Bauer 
Michael D. Beecher 
Kathy Bentson 
Blaine P. Biedermann 
Peter L. Borchelt 
Elizabeth Bowden 
Jack W. Bradbury 
Randall Breitwisch 
Patricia L. R. Brennan 
H. Jane Brockmann 
Lisa R. Brooks 
Bryant W. Buchanan 
Gordon M. Burghardt 
Rebecca S. Burton 
Tim M. Caro 
Deby L. Cassill 
Sonia A. Cavigelli 
Elena Choleris 
Ethan D. Clotfelter 
Elsie C. Collias 
Marina Cords 
Carolyn M. Crockett 
Holly Davidson 
Ellen S. Davis 
Shirley Davis 
Luckett V. Davis 
Erika Deinert 
Louis Dorfman 
Lee C. Drickamer 
Alfred M. Dufty 
Peter O. Dunn 
Daniel F. Eberl 
Timothy J. Eddy 
Lee Ehrman 
Robert S. Erdmann 
Inma Estevez 
J. B. Falls 
Millicent S. Ficken 
Daniel R. Formanowicz 
Harry Frank 
Barbara A. Frase 
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Todd M. Freeberg 
Bennett G. Galef 
Sidney Gathreaux 
Robert P. Gendron 
Lauren N. Gilson 
Michael Greenfield 
Sylvia L. Halkin 
Robert R. Hampton 
James F. Hare 
Lynette A. Hart 
Benjamin L. Hart 
Norman D. Henderson 
Derek P. Hendry 
Diana K. Hews 
Laurie Hiestand 
Katherine A. Houpt 
Sarah Blaffer Hrdy 
Robert G. Jaeger 
Elizabeth M. Jakob 
Douglas James 
Paul Robert Jivoff 
Peter G. Judge 
J. Eric Juterbock 
Katherine Clark Kelley 
Jeff E. Klahn 
Rosemary Knapp 
Charles O. Krekorian 
Stan Kuczaj 
Penelope F. Kutuk 
Jay B. Labov 
Michael R. Landauer 
Beth E. Leuck 
Sara M. Lewis 
Steven L. Lima 
Susan U. Linville 
Jeffrey R. Lucas 
Susan Weinberg Margulis 
Wm. Mitch Masters 
Jill Marie Mateo 
Alan A. Mee 
Roger L. Mellgren 
Neil A. Mercando 
David B. Miller 
Douglas W. Mock 
Peter Moller 
Don E. Moore 
Molly R. Morris 
Catherine A. Mossman 
Julie Weiss Murod 
Arthur A. Myrberg 
Peter M. Narins 
Bryan D. Neff 
Nadav Nur 
Suzanne D. Oppenheimer 
Brian G. Palestis 
Robert B. Payne 

Martha Pippitt 
Valerie C. Pollard 
Edward O. Price 
Anne E. Pusey 
A. Stanley Rand 
Janet A. Randall 
Stephan Reebs 
Robert E. Ricklefs 
Ronald L. Rutowski 
Scott K. Sakaluk 
Michael Salmon 
Michelle Pellissier Scott 
Evelyn Shaw 
Paul W. Sherman 
Joan E. Silk 
Barbara S. Simpson 
Charles T. Snowden 
Jill A. Soha 
Joan E. Strassmann 
Kimberly A. Sullivan 
Ronald R. Swaisgood 
Larissa Swedell 
Douglas W. Tallamy 
Robert L. Thompson 
Roger K. R. Thompson 
Alice Trattner 
Barbara Turpin 
Charles Walcott 
Jeffrey R. Walters 
Douglas Wartzok 
Peter M. Waser 
Emily Weiss 
Allison Welch 
Gary A. Wellborn 
Brent Clark White 
Linda A. Whittingham 
Daniel Dean Wiegmann 
Gerald S. Wilkinson 
Robert B. Willey 
Sarah K. Woodley 
C. Miriam Yarden 
Marlene Zuk 
 

DIRECTION OF CORRESPONDENCE 
ABS Newsletter and general correspondence 
concerning the Society: Molly R. Morris, Department 
of Biological Sciences, Ohio University, Athens, OH 
45701, USA. morrism@ohio.edu Deadlines are the 
15th of the month preceding each Newsletter. The next 
deadline is July 15, 2005. Articles submitted by 
members of the Society and judged by the Secretary to 
be appropriate are occasionally published in the ABS 
newsletter. The publication of such material does not 
imply ABS endorsement of the opinions expressed by 
contributors. 
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Animal Behavior Society Web Site: 
http://www.animalbehavior.org/ 

Animal Behaviour, manuscripts and editorial matters: 
Animal Behavior Editorial Office, Indiana University, 
2611 East 10th St., Office 170, Bloomington, IN 
47408-2603, USA. Email: aboffice@indiana.edu, 
Phone (812) 856-5541, Fax (812) 856-5542. 
 Change of Address, missing or defective 
issues: Animal Behavior Society, Indiana University, 
2611 East 10th St., Office 170, Bloomington, IN 
47408-2603, USA. Email: aboffice@indiana.edu, 
Phone (812) 856-5541, Fax (812) 856-5542.  
 
 

ABS OFFICERS 
President: Ken Yasukawa, Department of Biology, 
Beloit College, 700 College St., Beloit, WI 53511 
USA. Email: yasukawa@beloit.edu. 
First President-elect: Stephen Nowicki, Department of 
Zoology, Duke University, Box 90325, Durham, NC 
27708-0325 USA. E-mail: snowicki@duke.edu. 
Second President-elect:  Douglas Mock, Department 
of Zoology, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK  
73019 USA, Phone: (405)325-2751, E-mail: 
dmock@ou.edu. 
Past President: Bennett G. Galef, Jr., Dept. of 
Psychology, McMaster University, Hamilton, ON L8S 
4K1, Canada. E-mail: galef@mcmaster.ca. 
Treasurer: Lee C. Drickamer, Department of 
Biological Sciences, Northern Arizona University, 
Flagstaff AZ, Email: Lee.Drickamer@nau.edu. 
Secretary: Molly R. Morris, Dept. of Biological 
Sciences, Ohio University, Athens, OH 45701 USA. 
Email: morrism@ohio.edu. 
Program Officer: Philip K. Stoddard, Department of 
Biological Sciences, Florida International University, 
University Park, Miami, FL 33199, USA. E-mail: 
stoddard@fiu.edu. 
Assistant Program Officer: Jennifer Fewell, 
Department of Biology, Arizona State University, 
Tempe AZ 85287 USA, E-mail:  j.fewell@asu.edu. 
Parliamentarian: Jill Marie Mateo,   University of 
Chicago, Chicago, IL 60637 USA   Phone:  (773) 834-
9848, E-mail:  jmateo@uchicago.edu. 
Executive Editor: George Utez, Department of 
Biological Sciences, ML006, University of Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-0006 USA, Email: 
uetzgw@email.uc.edu. 
Members-at-Large: 
Hugh M. Drummond, Universidad Nacional Autonoma 
de Mexico, Instituto de Ecologia, UNAM, A.P. 70-275, 
Mexico DF, 04510, México. Email: 
hugh@servidor.unam.mx. 
Lynette A.  Hart, Department of Population Health and 
Reproduction, and Director, UC Center for Animal 
Alternatives, School of Veterinary Medicine, 

University of California, Davis, CA 95616 USA, E-
mail: lahart@ucdavis.edu. 
Chris Evans, Animal Behavior Laboratory, Department 
of Psychology, Macquarie University, Sydney NSW 
2109, Australia, Phone: 61 (0)2 9850 9230, E-mail: 
chris@galliform.psy.mq.edu.au. 
Historian: Donald Dewsbury, Department of 
Psychology, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
32611, USA. Email: dewsbury@ufl.edu. 
 

AAA   BBB   SSS   nnn   eee   ttt    
THE ELECTRONIC MAIL NETWORK OF THE 

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR SOCIETY 
 

ABSnet provides a fast electronic forum for animal 
behaviorists, and others interested in the study of 
animal behavior, in a digest or newsletter form. ABSnet 
provides job announcements, requests-for-information, 
computer-related news (eg. virus and bug alerts), 
appropriate software and hardware reviews, and news 
of Society activities and business. ABSnet is not an 
interactive, listserv-type discussion group but rather a 
moderated forum for the exchange of information of 
interest to animal behaviorists. The digest or newsletter 
does not replace the official Society hardcopy 
newsletter sent to all Society members via regular mail. 
Questions? Let me know! James C. Ha, University of 
Washington jcha@u.washington.edu. To SUBSCRIBE 
to ABSnet go to: 
http://www.animalbehavior.org/ABS/Announcements/ 
click on the Subscribe/Unsubscribe link under ABSNet 
and fill out the web based form. Links to Post an article 
or view the archives are also available. 
 
 

MEETINGS 
 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 
ANIMAL BEHAVIOR SOCIETY 

 
2005: 6-10 August at Snowbird Ski Resort, UT 
2006: 10-17 August at Snowbird Ski Resort, UT 

Please see ABS website for details 

 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
The Secretary reminds you that a time lag exists 
between my receipt of advertisements and the 
publication of the Newsletter. Positions listed here may 
already be filled. Please contact those offering 
opportunities before applying. 
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TRAVEL GRANT TO THE XXIX 
INTERNATIONAL 

ETHOLOGICAL CONFERENCE, BUDAPEST, 
HUNGARY 

20-27 AUGUST 2005 
 
The U.S. Ethological Conference Committee 
announces funds from NSF to support travel for 5-7 
younger scientists at the amount of $750.00 to 
$1000.00 to attend the XXIX Ethological Conference 
in Budapest, Hungary, 20-27 August 2005. Younger 
scientists are defined as those who received their Ph.D. 
degree between 2001 and 2005 or will complete their 
Ph.D. during 2005. Non-US citizens are eligible for the 
travel grant only if they are currently at a US 
institution. To apply for the travel award please submit 
the following items to IEC Travel Grants at 
http://www.animalbehavior.org/ABS/Grants/ no later 
than 20 May 2005: (a) 1-2 page curriculum vitae; (b) 
abstract you submit for consideration to the IEC 
program (all recipients must present their research at 
the conference in either an oral or poster presentation); 
(c) names of two persons to write letters of 
recommendation (letter are to be sent directly to 
jrandall@sfsu.edu) and (d) budget with estimated air 
fare from the applicants home to Budapest, Hungary. 
For applicants who have not completed their Ph.D.   
their major professor must submit a letter verifying that 
the degree will be completed during 2005. We intend 
to notify all applicants of the outcome of the awards by 
15 June 2005. Questions about this competition may be 
addressed to Dr. Jan Randall at jrandall@sfsu.edu. 
 
Dr. Jan Randall 
Department of Biology 
San Francisco State University 
 
 
SEASONAL FIELD BIOLOGIST (1) needed for a 
study of Dark-eyed Juncos near MISSOULA, 
Montana. Research focuses on the evolution of habitat 
selection and parental investment in the montanus 
subspecies across a dramatic gradient of food 
availability and predation risk created by the Black 
Mountain forest fire. The individual filling this 
position will be involved in multiple aspects of the 
project including nest finding, quantifying bird 
behavior, insect sampling and measuring vegetation. 
Applicants with prior experience in finding and 
monitoring passerine nests will be given preference. 
Good organizational skills are essential for this 
position. Applicants must be in good physical shape, 
be able to work alone and independently, have good 
hearing and vision and have an interest in avian 
behavioral and evolutionary ecology. Furthermore, the 
applicant will be required to read selected scientific 

papers giving background on the research goals. 
Potential for independent research project. This is an 
excellent opportunity to broaden your skills, get 
experience working as a part of a research team, and 
appreciate how ecological and evolutionary research 
works. Position available from roughly EARLY MAY 
THROUGH LATE JULY 2005, lasting 10+ weeks. A 
stipend of at least $200 per week will be provided. To 
apply, send letter of application, resume, and names 
(including phone numbers and e-mail addresses) of 
two (2) references to: bruce.robertson@mso.umt.edu. 
Applicants without internet access can mail materials 
to BRUCE ROBERTSON, Avian Science Center, 
University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812. E-mail 
applications are preferred. 
 
Bruce Robertson 
Ph.D. Candidate 
Division of Biological Sciences 
University of Montana 
bruce.robertson@mso.umt.edu 
(office) (406)243-2035 
(home) (406)829-1270 
 
NOTICE! For additional funding source information 
see http://www.animalbehavior.org/ABS/Grants/  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ABS CONSERVATION WEB PAGE The ABS 
Conservation Committee web page (click on the 
conservation icon on the main ABS Web Page: 
http://www.animalbehavior.org/) is a resource for those 
interested in applying their animal behavior expertise to 
conservation problems. The web page has case studies, 
select literature references, a preliminary list of funding 
sources and pertinent internet links. To make 
suggestions or submissions (we especially need photos 
and more funding sources), please contact the 
committee chair. 
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The Website for this year’s annual 
meeting at Snowbird Utah is up and 

running 
http://www.animalbehavior.org/Conference/Snowbird05/  

 
      Please go to this site to request your registration ID, download the registration 

form and/or submit an abstract. 
 

 

DEADLINES: Abstract Submission and Early 
Registration: June 1 2005 

******************************************************************************************* 
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Symposia 
Please see website for abstract and list of contributors 

 
Symposium in honor of Donald Griffin 

Organized by: Marc Bekoff with Colin Allen, Gordon Burghardt, and Jim Gould. 
Date: Tuesday, 9 Aug 2005 

How genes influence complex behaviors 
Organized by: Greg Hunt 

Date: Wednesday, 10 Aug 2005 
 

Plenary Speakers 
 

Keynote Address 
Craig Packer, Univ. Minnesota, Sunday, 7 Aug 2005, 8:30 am 

 
Fellows Lectures 

John Wingfield, Univ. Washington, Monday, 8 Aug 2005, 8:30 am 
Joan Strassmann, Rice Univ., Wednesday, 10 Aug 2005, 8:30 am 

 
Workshops: Jim Ha has arranged a workshop with the trainers of avalanche rescue dogs. Dean 
Cardinal, leader of the Snowbird Resort’s championship avalanche dog training team, will give an 
evening talk about avalanche safety and the role of rescue dogs. Then, on the  following day, for a 
small charge to support the training program, Dean has offered to run a two hour, small-group 
avalanche-dog-training workshop on the mountain.  The registration for this limited-space 
opportunity will be at the on-site registration desk, starting on Saturday afternoon. 


